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“Life can only be understood backwards, 
but it must be lived forward” 

Søren Kirkegaard Syndrom
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WE ARE NOT ABLE TO MAKE PROPER RISK 
ASSESSMENTS TODAY

Cost
• Ma te ria l da ma ge  to build ings
• Imma te ria l da ma ge  to citize ns
• Risk a ve rsion towa rds floods
• Re side nt composition due  to risk
• Ma te ria l da ma ge  to busine sse s
• Risk a ve rsion
• Infra structure  costs
• ...

Exposure:
• Clima te  mode ls (loca l, re giona l, 

g loba l)
• Runoff & te rra in
• Existing me a sure s
• La nd use
• Future  la nd use
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ISSUE WITH PRESENT CLIMATE ADAPTION 
IN DENMARK

• It's expensive to wait for a flood, rather than 
conducting a risk assessment

• There's potential for both overreaction & 
underreaction

• Regional inequality and lack of coordination
between municipalities.

• Lack of knowledge sharing.
• Municipalities lack basic economic expertise and 

advisors lack knowledge.

Not a Ferrari
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ACTION NEEDED 

• Establ ish  a  knowledge  base  for  c l imate  adapt ion  to  address  the  "Søren 
Kierkegaard syndrome.“
• It will only happen with stable and continuous research and

innovation funding.

• Enhance cl imate  adapt ion  by  creat ing  dedicated  offices  to  guide  and  
oversee municipal adaption efforts.
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